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The Philippine Deaf Resource Center as the singular research organization for Deaf
concerns in the country resolutely believes in the progressive views of deafness as culture,
and of Deaf communities as linguistic and cultural minorities. It regards research and
information as empowerment for Deaf organizations and research-based advocacy for, and by the
Filipino Deaf community, as key to its struggles.

Central to this advocacy is the documentation and promotion of the use of Filipino Sign
Language (FSL) in all language domains, including education.

To this end, the Philippine Deaf Resource Center has pioneered for FSL in the past decade:

¢ research and publications establishing unequivocal evidence of its distinct linguistic
structure at the levels of phonology, morphology and discourse;

 gathering of archival data revealing that its early beginnings date back to 16™ century
Leyte, antedating the influence of American Sign Language by over 400 years;

* specialized training in the ASEAN region of Filipino Deaf researchers in lexicography
and historical linguistics documenting the rich and unique regional diversity of its
lexicon;

¢ explorations into applied and forward-looking disciplines such as machine intelligence in
computer science, translations in law and medicine, visual literature, sign language
corpora;

* numerous presentations in academic fora and conferences locally and abroad on the
structure and sociolinguistics of FSL;



* its core importance to human rights, particularly the right to language and access to
information, and freedom of expression and communication, as prerequisites for
independent living;

* initiatives in language policy and planning to institutionalize and mainstream
accessibility and the linguistic identity of Deaf Filipinos;

¢ its promotion as the visual language symbolic of national pride and Deaf culture which
counters a purely pathological view of hearing loss as impairment;

In view of the above, the Philippine Deaf Resource Center urgently calls on the State to:

* Recognize the existence of Filipino Sign Language as a true and legitimate visual
language in light of empirical research data;

* Promote it as the national sign language in fulfillment of international commitments,
consistent with local policy implementation; and

*  Accept the Deaf community as fully capable and entitled to its fundamental rights and
freedoms for full participation in society on an equal basis with all other Filipinos.

5%3@\6 \Mfu@

Liza B. Martinez, Ph.D.
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